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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

the claimed invention, directed to claims 7-8 which deal with a computer software, is 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticiapted by 
Couwenhoven et al. (6,435,657). 

Couwenhoven et al teach a printing method and inkjet printer comprising: 
Claims 1, 5: 

• at least four ink cartridges each containing a bsic color chose from yellow, 
magenta, cyan, and black, and at least one supplementary cartridge containing 
an ink of a so-called pale basic color (column 4, lines 60-65), and in which a print 
instruction is received containing information relating to a requested color and/or 
to the number and color of ink drops to be deposited on one another at a given 
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location referred to as a pixel of a chosen print medium (column 4, lines 55-60), 
characterized in that it also comprises an optimization mode in which, according 
to a pre-established correspondence, the requested color and/or the required 
number and color of the drops to be superimposed in order to obtain a chosen 
color at a given pixel is made to correspond to an equivalent color and/or an 
equivalent number and color of the drops to be superimposed making it possible 
to obtain a substantially equivalent and satisfactory color rendition in accordance 
with the sensory response of the human eye (column 5, lines 55-column 6, lines 
10), and in that the equivalent color and/or the equivalent number and color of 
the droplets to be superimposed thus determined are applied to the printer for 
each printed instruction received (column 6, lines 35-48). 

Claim 2: 

• the colors used belong to the group formed by yellow, magenta, cyan, black, pale 
magenta, pale cyan, and pale black, characterized in that the equivalent number 
of drops to the superimposed is less than the required number of drops to be 
superimposed (column 4, lines 62-column 5, line 3; column 5, lines 55-60 teach 
modification means to reduce number of ink drops required) 



Claim 3: 
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• six to eight ink cartridges, characterized in that the equivalent number of droplets 
to be superimposed in less than or equal to three or four (column 4, CMYKcm; 
column 10, lines 10-15) 

Claims 4/1.2.3: 

• the optimization mode comprises several correspondence levels (figures 4-5) 
Claim 6: 

• the correspondence is established according to a pre-established law or table of 
correspondence (figures 4-5) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lamson D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2259. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, steve meier can be reached on 571-272-2149. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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